WWII -- Our Neighbors’ Stories
Russ  Lindstrand

       Making a Marine
Sunnyside, WA

3rd Marine Division – U.S.M.C.

Pacific Theater 


The Marine Corps is quite a unique organization. There’s no horseplay or fooling around, it’s all business. And there’s quite a few of them that never made it through boot camp. They change you, when you go in. They tear down all your thoughts that you had had and completely rebuild your mindset, so you’re kind of a different person, but that’s what it kind of takes, to do that job. A lot of good men. It’s just what we needed in the Pacific. Because -- the Army and the Navy and Coast Guard, with all due respect to all of ‘em, they just weren’t gettin’ the job done. 
We had two Congressional Medal of Honor winners in our company, and two or three Navy Cross Winners, and of course we had lots of Purple Hearts. I got one of those.

