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Storming Iwo Jima  

We were going to be the initial landing force on Okinawa. And we were in what they call Floating Reserve for Iwo Jima, which was on the way between Guam and Okinawa. So we pulled into the harbor at Iwo Jima, and we were off.

We were sitting aboard ship when the flag went up. And shortly after that, we went in. They called us in and then we,  we started to slog our way through. And, when the flags went up, they had pretty well gotten Mount Suribachi, which is on the southern tip of Iwo Jima.

And the Japanese had 22,000 men, all dug in. They had been fortifying that island for I don’t know how long.  And they had built in gunmen placements and living quarters, and they lived right in them. You could look at the island, you wouldn’t see a soul, but they were all underground and the object was to let us land and then open up, which they did. And they just slaughtered our people. We were coming in, and it was just a mess.

The 4th Marine division was on our left and the 5th division was on our right (uses hands) and we moved in to the bigger part of the island, which was higher ground, going in, and of course, Mount Suribachi, being, it was only five or six hundred tall, not that high, but it was a big…mountain. And that was just honeycombed with gunmen placements and all of the Japanese there. And each one of them was committed to take ten marines. Which, the first few days, they did that.   But we managed to get through and to the airport and in fact, one of the reasons we wanted to take Iwo Jima was to save our Air Force that was flying from Saipan to Tokyo
