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After we left Guadalcanal, the next island for us was New Georgia. And we were up there for about three months. The reason we were after New Georgia Island was because the Japanese were building an airstrip there. They, concealed it, they left the coconut palms in place until they got more of the airstrip built. This was the second island in the island hopping business that we were in, right then. The primary purpose of our being there was to keep the Japanese from making one of the airstrips, function. It’s now the largest landing strip in the Pacific. 

We were attacking this one hill.  The platoon leader, “Hey Bish, (hand motion) take your squad and take the lead and pass through.” 
And which we did and I noticed this, one of my scouts, a guy from the Bronx of New York City, Anthony J Lavaggio. And he says, (laughs and points) “There’s a Jap!” 
“Well shoot the S.O.B.” 
But it was too late and he had gotten out of his site, but not out of mine. 

