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Stuck Bomb
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384th Bomb Group

European Theater

My engineer, h- dropped the bombs and we were hit and everything. He says there’s a bomb stuck, I said, well go back and see the engineer. Now we were 22,000 feet, you have to have oxygen, and see if you can put the pin in the fuses, one in front and one in back of the bomb, that keeps a little propeller from spinning, for when it drops (uses hands), with that pin out, that little fan on each end of that will pop off and fuse the bomb, as long as that pin is in there to keep that propeller from spinning, it’s safe. Well he couldn’t reach it, and he, and when you’re 22,000 feet and he’s out there in, the temperatures below 40 degrees below zero because that’s where, the needle stopped. And he had to do this without a chute, and hangin’ out over an open bomb bay with that breeze blowin’ through there, and he was a very brave man himself, but he couldn’t get, get that, that pin in there so we took it down with us. And we bellied in, and it stayed in the shackles, fortunately.

