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The Dutchmen were very brave and self-sacrificing because they could have been shot for helping us. And there was a gentleman that initially hid us in the underground. He was 20 years old and I was 23. But I was taken to safe houses trying to get to Belgium, as well as the other officers. We’d been moving back and forth in Northern Holland on the train, because we didn’t, they couldn’t make the connections. Well, we got to Amsterdam, we got off the train, went through security checks, and Polizei Militär patrol the trains you’re on. You always had a Dutch identity card; we had civilian clothes the Underground furnished us. So they said they there’d be a car outside, which was unusual, there wasn’t any cars running to speak of. And drove around and they took us to a nice building, upstairs and said it’s an undertaking parlor in this room and nice davenports and we sat down and hadn’t been there very long and these doors all open and it was men with pistols saying, “Polizei, Militär”, we were under arrest, and they took, handcuffed us, hands behind our back, and took us across the street to the Gestapo prison. And this was probably; well it was just the day before Christmas, in ’43.

