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An 88-millimeter hit my ruder the right wing and blew a big hole inside the ship and cut the control cables and wounded the radio operator. He was…and he was badly wounded.  But we couldn’t keep up with the bomb stream.  We kept losing altitude.  I didn’t think we could cross the North Sea at that part far north; that’s quite a distance. So I said, I gave them the choice of bailing out, but I was going to take the radio operator down and belly it in. So we got over to the northern part of Holland, a little town near Duurswoude, and I bellied it in and almost went through a little brick home there, but I had enough flying speed and it lifted over the house and landed, bellied it up.  And then, we all got out and sat on the ground and got our wind. Dutchmen come from everywhere.  I got a thermite flare and I was going to burn the plane and I finally got it to ignite, set it on the gas cap, and then I told everybody to break up, not over two, and scatter and see if we could get in the underground.  And so, we did, except a wounded man and one other gunner; he walked down the road like he was going to town to get a beer, they picked him up right away.  And anyway, we all got in the underground.

