WWII – Our Neighbors’ Stories

Les Amundson
                                                                   Shot Down
Sunnyside, WA

B-17 Pilot/P.O.W.

384th Bomb Group

European Theater


They sent me to Grafton-Underwood, near North Hampton with my crew to the 384th Bomb Group. I got there the last day of the second Swineford day and mission. When the first one was in September, they’d lost 60 B-17s and 24s. And then the second one when we got to our base, we had to sit outside the barracks while they took all the personal belongings out of everybody in the barracks because none of them come back. They lost 60 some four-engine bombers on that mission. I think about three of the 21 that went come back. Three planes and they were badly shot up and they junked some of them.

After about four weeks and we get enough planes to make a group and then in November 26th, we went up, 200 four-engine bombers to bomb Bremen sub pins, the city of Bremen in Germany. As I approached the target, a 109, Messerschmitt 109 come in behind and tracers were going right over my head and as he turned, he went, the tracers went through the right wing and he shot out the two right engines. Just as I dropped the bombs, an 88-millimeter hit my ruder, the right wing and blew a big hole inside the ship, and broke, cut the control cables and wounded the radio operator. 

