World War II – Our Neighbors’ Stories

June Bates







Marine Corp Pride
Prosser, WA

Marines Corp - Gunnery Instructor

Home Front

I think just being one of the first Marines was just, just about the best thing in the world, in fact it was so great my brother joined later, my younger bother. I think uh, it was just one of those things, it came up and I wanted to do, and after I was in, I was, I never regretted it, it was just uh, just something that every day we, we, we knew we were doing the right thing. We were training, the uh, gunners we had a celestial navigation for the pilots they also had parachute riggers, and um, we more or less just had the gunnery people that would come through, the ones that were on the turrets on the airplane, nose, and tail, and belly gunner. 

Very proud. Yes. I’m certainly glad to do it all over again. Many times I would do it over again.
