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CORAL SEA:
Well at the same time they got hit our ship blew up. We lost 180 feet of the bow. Just shot it off like it was cut with a torch. And all the men forward up there, uh, we lost close to 200, I don’t know exactly how many men for sure. If I did know, I forgot. And so we was about to sink. You know, when you loose a bow, you got just a bulkhead sittin’ there between the compartments to hold the water back. And they were just cavin’ in. Until somebody thought to get it in reverse and put the pressure off, the water goin’ out instead of goin’ in. We backed it into Tulagi Harbor, and we stayed there for, I forget how many, how long it was, but we cut coconut palms and shored up all them bulkheads at the front. ‘Bout every, ‘bout every square foot you’d have a coconut palm stickin’ up there, bracin’ back there, and that’s the way we went to Sydney, Australia, with that in front. We couldn’t, we couldn’t go but about 2 knots. If we went any faster than that it’d, the front would give away. And uh, we didn’t think nothing of it. To tell you the truth, about that time I think I fully expected to get killed. And, that was just, a given and it wasn’t bothering me.
