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Sinking the USS Lexington
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Pearl Harbor Survivor

Navy - USS New Orleans
Pacific Theater

I was in the Coral Sea and the Japanese fleet was on their way to Australia with ‘em, their fleet, and some troops to make a landing on Australia. And we headed ‘em off in the Coral Sea. Now I never saw, I never saw one the enemy ships, and I’m on an aircraft, but they sent their planes over. We sent our planes over, it was, it was pretty much well an air battle, air force. They shot at a lot of planes. I, I don’t know how many we shot down. How many of their planes we shot down. But they, they got a bomb down the stack of the USS Lexington. And she was the biggest aircraft carr-, her and the Saratoga were the biggest aircraft carrier we had at the time. Well, that set her afire, and they wouldn’t, we couldn’t put it out. So they abandoned ship and we sunk her, with our shellfire, and torpedoes. Destroyers used torpedoes, we used shellfire. Whatever we could do to get her down. We didn’t want her, we didn’t want to leave her floatin’ there for the Japanese to find and we didn’t want the Japanese to say for sure that, they sunk her. So we sunk her for them.
