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Strafing at Pearl Harbor
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Pearl Harbor Survivor

Navy - USS New Orleans
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I was tearing awnings down over the gun, that we’re fi-, that we shot, the, five inch gun.  And they come by strafing us. I was on a get ni-, a helluva post right up here, and cuttin’ that bale, and the water, and uh that paint kept jumpin’ over that waterway. And I didn’t know what it was. It, I guessed, I kept sayin’, now what in the hell can a paint do that. And some guy ran over and grabbed me, and uh, take cover they’re strafin’ us. Th-They were strafin’ ‘em but that was as close as they could get. Because there was a ship there and a ship there, and he pulled out of a dive and run over there, and then he, he tryin’ to strafe the ship but he couldn’t get no closer than that. And somehow or another I was reaching across it but he, bullets when on, both and below my arm, so I didn’t get hit…accidentally. 

