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Pearl Harbor Bomb Ricochet
Grandview, WA
Pearl Harbor Survivor

Navy - USS New Orleans
Pacific Theater

One bomber come down, drop dive bomber on our head and they dropped a shell, dropped a bomb. And they hit our number one turret right on the corner. A turret’s kind of flat on top and it comes down on an angle then comes straight down. That bomb hit on an angle then ricocheted off and went right over to the next, right over to the next dock there was a tanker, a fuel tanker of some kind. And that bomb went in the water between us and exploded there. And a piece of that shrapnel come back, out of the water and went through Mr. Sawyer’s, Lieutenant Sawyer’s bulk head in his, in his sleeping quarters. Because he, he heard general quarters and didn’t believe it so he was staying (laughs, uses hand) he was stayin’ in a bed, but when that piece of shrapnel came through, his wall of the ship he woke up, he got up. And that was all the damage we got in Pearl Harbor.
