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You’re in the Navy Now
Sunnyside, WA

Machinist-mate, USS RK Huntington
Pacific Theater

I’d lived in, across the bay from Seattle and uh, I was pretty much oriented toward Navy. Knew a lot of the ships and stuff like that had come into Seattle already and uh, so I didn’t want to go in the army, I went down to the recruiting office and I told the recruiter, “Oh boy, I’m gonna go in the Army, I’d like to join the Navy.”

And he said, “Okay, son. No problem. Just sign here.” (points and laughs) So I just signed there and jeez, he said, “Don’t worry about the Army, you’re now in the Navy. “(laughs)  
Oh, thank you, thank you.” (laughs)
We were a escort duty to the battle ships and so on and uh, we, our ship had uh, six, five-inch guns and ten torpedoes and sixty-six ash can bombs that when we got into uh, battle, my battle station was damage control central so I, I was in an office there with another lieutenant who had uh, connections with the bridge and the firepower and I was merely connected with the mechanical section. That’s the pumps and the air conditioning and firefighting equipment and so on. So my battle station was totally different than the daily operation. I, one thing about it, I was on the main deck when the f-, the passageway and from there I could go on one side of the ship to the other side, and I pretty got a total view of what was going on with the war. (laughs) Which, it’s hard to know what it was. 


