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He was a commander.  He never once said “You.” It was last.   And he never jumped on the first vehicle but he was always with his troops. 

But Patton was a good commander. A good one.

It was my turn, in the morning, to go out and get a deer, over in Germany they’re ‘bout like a police dog. And we stayed in a little German lady’s house there, and I was going down the road and I had a carbine over my shoulder and here come the flag staff car, four star.  I said well, I’ll talk in, ‘sprechen en nein English’, you know.  And about that time, the breaks come on, and he hollered, “Soldier!”  And I said, “Yes sir.”   And I went up there and he told me, “What’s the first thing you do when you meet a staff car?” And I said, “Salute, sir!”  I still hadn’t saluted! And he says, “Well damn it, salute!” And I stood there I bet you for… 20 minutes, and he ragged on me. And finally find out what outfit I was at, he sent me back to company. And he says, “Soldier you can go back.”  Well I did an about face, you know, scared to death.  And he says, “Soldier!” And I thought, What? “Yes, sir.” “What’s the last thing you do?” Oh! I said, “Salute.” And then there was another 20 minutes of standing there like that.  And when I got back to the company, everybody took a crack at me.  Finally, I told them to shut up or, ‘cause somebody was gonna die, and that was about all that was ever said about it. 
