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TASK FORCE DOWNEY IN THE ETO

Two years of training came to a climax when the 13th Armored Division landed on the shores of the European Continent at Le Havre, France, the morning of the 29th of January, 1945, to meet the final test; the test of battle. The journey from Le Havre to our assembly area at ST. OEUN DU BREUIL, was an unforgettable trip for all participants. Loaded into “cattle trucks” in one of the worst storms in the history of France, the forty mile trip was made in the open vans through a blinding snow storm, and the men were called upon at frequent intervals to dig the vehicles out of the deep snow drifts. This exercise was welcomed as a relief from the freezing cold.

The period from 30 Jan to 15 March was spent in preparing the men and equipment for combat. Training took on an added significance as the day of entry into combat loomed closer.


On the 15th of March the order was received for the Battalion to move across France to the vicinity of Luneville. The last minute preparations were completed, and on the 17th, the Battalion began its march to the east. The trip was made in three nights, with stop-overs at SOISSONS and VITRY. It was the afternoon of the 19th when the Battalion arrived in the battle-scarred village of DONNELAY, where the men were billeted in the ruined buildings.


Attached on the 7th Army, the artillery of the Division was already in action at SAARBRUCKEN, and the remainder of the Division, in Army reserve, was on a four-hour alert status. The week spent in DONNELAY was devoted largely to reorganizing the Battalion along the lines of the tank-infantry team. Co. “C” was attached to Task Force GALE, and Co. “B” of the 45th Tank Battalion was attached to the 16th , now christened “Task Force DOWNEY.” Captain ELGAS’S company sent one tank platoon to each of the Companies “A” and “B”, while an infantry platoon of each of those companies, was attached to Team ELGAS.


On the 26th of March, the Division was given its first mission: support of the military government in the vicinity of ZWEIBRUCKEN, GERMANY. The Task Force crossed into Germany the morning of the 27th, and took up its occupation duties at BIESINGEN, GERMANY.


Easter Sunday, the 1st of April, marked the end of the first assignment of the 16th Armored Infantry Battalion in enemy territory. The mission had given the men their first contacts with the civilian population of the Third Reich, and also had served to introduce the men to the pitiful condition of the millions of slave laborers which were soon to be a common sight to the American armies.

On that Easter Sunday afternoon the Battalion received an order to move into the Saar basin with a similar mission, but this time under the control of General PATTON’s Third Army. Now old hands at preparing for movements, the troops were readied without delay, and at approximately 2300, the Battalion began the march.


Passing through the bitterly defended Saar basin, the roads showed abundant evidence of the savageness of the fighting, and the column was frequently delayed by the inevitable blown bridges and rubble-strewn roads. It was 1100 when the Battalion finally closed into its new area.


With the mission of supporting the military government and protecting the supply routes and military installations in the area, the Battalion was dispersed to best cover its assignment. The CP, and Hq Company were located in DUPPENWEILER. Team DICKSON had one squad guarding the CP of CC”R” in MERZIG and the remainder of one platoon patrolling in that city. The balance of the company policed the town of REIMSBACH. Team GEYER had its billets in the almost completely devastated SAARLAUTERN, where they guarded two bridges and patrolled the town. Team ELGAS left one squad to guard a bridge in BETTINGEN, and the remainder of the Company divided their duties in LEBACH between guarding a bridge and policing the town. Captain RUFFNER, as CC”R” Traffic Control Officer, utilized the Assault Gun Platoon and one section of the Mortar Platoon to insure the uninterrupted flow of supplies up the MSR to PATTON’s fast-moving tanks and infantry. Captain SKOOG’s Service Company found HAUSTADT to be a lovely town in which to carry on their routine functions. Thanks to one of Hitler’s German “WPA” projects, the town was the proud possessor of a new high-school building, which included among its facilities, a shower-room- the first such accommodation the men of the Battalion had encountered in Europe. Needless to say, the water was kept running sixteen hours a day.

The five days which the Battalion spent in this area were marked chiefly by the number of rumors of looting, all of which had to be investigated. On the 4th of April, a message was received that French troops were looting in BACHEM. The Anti-tank Platoon of Company “C”, which was attached to the Battalion that morning, was moved to that town, and one platoon of Team DICKSON to the adjacent BROTDORF. These units were unable to find any evidence of looting, and the Burgermeisters of the towns reported that they had no knowledge of any such incidents. The same afternoon messages were received from the AMG that Russians were looting in SAAR-LAUTERN, and later, in BACHEM. As in the first case, the messages proved to be foundless rumors.


The next day the Task Force received an order to take over the area formerly occupied by the CCB. To perform the essential guard duty in this large area, the 3rd Platoons of Teams DICKSON and GEYER were moved into this area, and the men were placed at various tunnels and bridges on the highly important railroad which passed through the Division zone. Capt RUFFNER, utilizing the AT Platoon of CO. “C”, took over traffic control on the two MSR’s which passed through the new area.


On the 6th of April, an order was received for the Battalion to move to the vicinity of ALTSFELT, GERMANY. This order marked an end to policing assignments, and presaged an early entry into combat.


As was customary, the Task Force pulled out of the assembly area shortly after midnight, and tanks and tracks rumbled north through the wooded hill country of SAAR-RHINE-ROSELLE Triangle. At 0635 on the 7th of April- just as the sun cast its first rays on the ancient and picturesque Rhine castles- the first vehicle of Task Force DOWNEY crossed the last great natural barrier to Hitler’s Third Reich, the Rhine River, over the pontoon bridge at historic St. Goar.

At seven o’clock that night the Battalion closed into its new assembly area in OBEREISHEIM, just south of KASTLE, recently taken by PATTON’s armor. The mission of the Division was to have been relief of the crack 4th Armored Division, but the next day the orders were changed, and the 13th was to proceed back to the vicinity of ALTENKIRCHEN, GERMANY, to join the First Army.


At 0345, on the 9th of April, the Battalion moved out of OBERBEISHEIM, and began to retrace its route back across Germany. Due to the congested condition of the roads, the march was made with many delays, and it was three o’clock the next morning when the Task Force finally closed into an assembly area in the vicinity of DIERDORE, GERMANY.


The afternoon of the 10th brought orders confirming the mission of the Division. The RUHR, the last great industrial area of Germany not in Allied hands, had to be taken, and the 13th Armored Division was to play a large part in the reduction of this pocket, reputedly held by more than 100,000 Germans. The 13th Armored Division was to pass through a bridgehead over the SIEG RIVER, and attack to the north. The mission of the 16th, as part of CC”R”, was to be Division reserve, guard Division Trains, and follow the advance of CC”B”.


At 0305 the morning of the 11th of April, the Battalion moved out of DIERDORF, and proceeded in black-out, to NIEDER PLEIS, on the south bank of the SIEG RIVER, opposite still-burning SIEGBURG. Here the Task Force halted to await orders to cross the river. This order was received just before noon, and at 1230 the column moved across the river, through the rubble of SIEGBURG, and into a forward assembly area just north of that town.

The men needed no order to dig slit-trenches, as enemy artillery shells fell intermittently not far distant from the bivouac area. Colonel DOWNEY, impatient for a combat mission, went to the Division CP, and returned with the first combat assignment for the Battalion.

CC”B” had secured a crossing of the AGGER RIVER, a tributary of the SIEG, and proceeded to the north against light opposition. CC”A”, in attempting to secure a second crossing of the AGGER, further to the north, had encountered heavy enemy fire from the high ground in the vicinity of DONRATH, some 5 miles north of SIEGBURG. Unable to make the crossing, CC”A” was to withdraw, crossover the CC”B” bridge, and by-pass the enemy strong-point. The 16th was given the mission of covering this withdrawl.

To accomplish this mission the Battalion Commander moved out with one section of the Reconnaissance Platoon, Team DICKSON, the Assault Gun and Mortar Platoons. This Task Force encountered no enemy fire, but the vehicles bogged down in marshy ground, and the men continued on foot to the high ground. Team DICKSON was left to hold that position for the night, and the remainder of the Task Force returned to the bivouac area.


The order was received that night for CC”R” to cross the AGGER the next morning, following CC”A”. The men slept lightly that night, if at all, for artillery fire continued to fall intermittently in and around the bivouac area. It was this fire which produced the first battle casualties sustained by the Battalion. One squad of Team DICKSON, which was guarding the CP of CC”R”, suffered one man killed and five wounded when a shell landed near their half-track, destroying their vehicle.

The movement of CC”R” across the AGGER the next morning was delayed by the congestion in the vicinity of the bridge, caused partly by the marshy ground which made vehicular passage difficult. Intermittent rains did not help the situation.


At 1130 on the 12th of April, the Battalion pulled out of the bivouac area. Shortly after the CP departed, an enemy shell fell where the CP had been a few minutes earlier. This round set fire to a Sv Company ammunition truck, and killed its driver. The quick action of Capt. SMITH in extinguishing the fire, saved the vehicle and possibly additional casualties. Several other rounds landed along the road, but no casualties were sustained.

The movement across the river was a slow process, but the column continued to move steadily forward over the muddy secondary roads, and at 1600 the first contact with the enemy was reported by Team GEYER. Sporadic sniper fire from the town of WAHNERSHEIDE was quickly silenced by the men of Co. “B” and the first enemy prisoners taken.


Moving in two columns, the Task Force quickly cleared the towns of WAHN, ELSDORF and URBACH, by-passed by CC”B”. Resistance was largely confined to sniper fire, and some machine-gun fire.


The Task Force consisted, at this time, of Teams GEYER, ELGAS, SORRENSON (D/45), RUFFNER and SKOOG. The CP was set up in URBACH for the night, an all-around defense organized, and artillery check-points designated. During the night some artillery fire landed in the area, but no casualties were suffered.


The next morning General WOGAN visited the CO, and ordered the Battalion to move directly north along the autobahn to MULHEIM, and then east to DELBRUK. Led by Team SORRENSON’s light tanks, the Battalion proceeded on its mission. Resistance continued to be light, confined largely to sniper fire. The progress of the column was delayed more by the number of undefended road-blocks which had to be reduced, than by the Wehrmacht. At EIL, ROTH, and MILHEIM, prisoners were taken, but on the north-eastern outskirts of the last city, the Battalion encountered 88 fire. The tanks were pressed into action, and the fire reduced. Shortly after noon the Liaison Officer, Lt. POSTLETHWAITE, brought orders for the Task Force to proceed directly to Division Objective #2, as the center column of the three Combat Commands.

In DELBRUK the column was again under 88 fire, but again the fire was reduced by the tanks of Teams SORRENSON and ELGAS, and the Task Force moved into BERG-GLADBACH, where a good deal of sniper fire was encountered, in addition to numerous road-blocks. German civilians were “persuaded” to remove the road-blocks, and, no doubt, in much less time than that spent installing them. At 1800, the 3rd Platoon of Co. “A” was sent out to screen the woods east of the town where it was believed an AA battery was located. The platoon was able to round up a few prisoners by dawn, and played a large part in protecting the column from harassing sniper fire, which had previously produced casualties. By 1900, the town of BERG-GLADBACH had been secured, and the column moved through the city. At 2000, orders were received from CC”R” to hold up for the night, but at approximately the same time, Team SORRENSON’s lead tanks had rounded a curve in the road to encounter direct fire from 88’s located in the town of SPITZ. Withdrawing rapidly to recover, a reconnaissance estimated the enemy to have machine guns and riflemen supporting the artillery in SPITZ. The Battalion Commander called for artillery on the strong-point, the Team GEYER to move into high ground, to attack the position at dawn. The column secured billets, and set up defensive security for the night in the villages just east of BERG-GLADBACH.

Just before midnight, the Battalion Commander reported that two 88’s had been knocked out by our artillery.


Team GEYER attacked at dawn, as planned, and at 0800, on the 14th of April, reported that SPITZ had been secured, with 33 prisoners taken and two additional 88’s knocked out. Team ELGAS moved through SPITZ, and caught an enemy convoy near BECHEN, knocking out four trucks, three half-tracks, and four 88’s. At 0830, the town of BECHEN was secured, but enemy artillery time fire continued to fall sporadically on the town throughout the day.

At this point, the Battalion was held up by an order to hold present position pending a possible change in mission. Spasmadic sniper fire flared up in SPITZ, and along the road leading to that town, during the morning and afternoon. This fire was overcome, and additional prisoners taken.

At 1800, the order was received for the 16th, as part of CC”R”, to move that night to the sector of the 8th Infantry Division. The Battalion was assembled in BECHEN, and one section of the Reconnaissance Platoon sent out to reconnoiter the road to KURTIN, where a guide from the 8th Division was to meet the column. The section reported that the road was good, but narrow and downhill most of the way.

At 2300, the Battalion moved out of BECHE, under 88 fire. Two men were slightly injured, but otherwise, no enemy action was encountered. A heavy overcast made black-out driving difficult and it was 1300 on the 15th of April when the Task Force closed into GEVILSBERG, where the 9th and 1st Armies has linked up the day before, cutting the RUHR Pocket in two.

The Task Force was reconstituted as part of the 13th Infantry Regiment of the 8th Infantry Division, and Team DICKSON, which had joined the Battalion at BECHEN, left to join Task Force GALE. Task Force DOWNEY now consisted of Teams ELGAS, GEYER and RUFFNER.


After a good night’s sleep, the Battalion prepared to take part in the drive to the west, and to the RHINE. One incident that morning brought a flurry of activity. A Polish civilian reported that the German radio had ordered 500 German soldiers to put on civilian clothes, assemble in the vicinity of KNAPP, just north of GEVILSBERG, and attack at 1200. The 1st Platoon of Team GEYER and the Reconnaissance Platoon were sent to the area at 1000, but reported back that there was no evidence of any assembling in that area. When the attack failed to materialize, the men were withdrawn to GEVILSBERG.


Shortly after noon the order was received for the Battalion, as Regimental reserve, to procede to NEIDERSPROCKHOVEL, which had already been taken. The Reconnaissance and Machine Gun Platoons were sent out as guides, and the Task Force proceeded as ordered. At 1700, the head of the column had reached the objective when another order was received. The Battalion was to proceed to LANGENBERG, and attack and secure VELBERT, jumping off at 1800.

The column moved to an assembly area just east of LANGENBERG, as the infantry has not been able to take that town. Here the Task Force was reinforced, as Team DICKSON rejoined the Battalion and attachments of one platoon of Task Force GALE and two platoons of the 801st TD’s were affected.

It was almost dark when the Task Force moved out, led by T/Sgt Herl’s Reconnaissance Platoon. In LANGENBER, the column was under a good deal of small arms and machine gun fire, but, in accordance with orders, the march of the Battalion was not interrupted, and the securing of LANGENBERG was left to the infantry.


Approximately half-way to VELBERT, Sgt Herl encountered an enemy truck carrying 23 German soldiers. When the German’s fired, Lt. Geraghty’s half-truck, following Sgt. Herl’s “peep”, brought its 50 caliber machine guns to bear on the vehicle, and it was destroyed with all of its occupants.


Some sniper fire was encountered along the route, and several German houses were burned to the ground, eliminating this difficulty quite thoroughly.


As the head of the column reached VELBERT, orders were received to continue on the HEILIGENHAUS, secure the town, and establish patrols to KITTWIG, and to the south-west in an effort to link up with CC”A” or CC”B” of the 13th Armored Division, who were driving up from the south. 


Enemy artillery sought out the column in VELBERT and inflicted some casualties, but the Task Force continued on its mission. The men of the Battalion had early learned to respect the combat Medics, and again that night they proved their valor. Under heavy artillery fire, they calmly went about their task of treating the wounded, without regard for their personal safety.

Setting up the CP in VELBER, the remainder of the Task Force moved on to HEILIGENHAUS, where some sniper fire was quickly overcome by Teams DICKSON and GEYER.


Shortly after seven o’clock the morning of the 17th, Capt DICKSON radioed in that he had a German Colonel who wanted to surrender his Regiment. This was a familiar theme that morning as the prisoners poured in by the hundreds. The problem of disposing of the PW’s was solved by turned them over to the 8th Division doughs. 


The CP was moved up to HEILIGENHAUS, and patrols were sent out by the Reconnaissance Platoon and Team GEYER, in an effort to make the link up with CC”A” and CC”B” of the 13th Armored Division. At 1200 Team GEYER reported the juncture had been made near the Rhine River, north of DUSSELDORF. Thus, on the 17th of April, just eight days after the 13th Armored Division had crossed the SIEG RIVER, as part of the squeeze being applied to the German pocket, the Battle of the Ruhr, or of the “Rose Pocket,” had been won, with more than 300,000 Germans in the PW cages of the 1st and 9th Armies.

That afternoon the Battalion received the order to move to METTMAN, where the Division was being reassembled, and the men loaded into their vehicles and moved out at 1630. At ten o’clock that night, the Battalion closed into its bivouac area, a large field just east of the town, and then men began to catch up on some much-needed sleep.


The morning of the 18th of April, the Task Force received an order calling for movement to the vicinity of FREUDENBERG, with the mission of supporting the military government. Departing from the assembly area near METTMAN that afternoon, the Task Force closed into billets in FREUDENBERG at 2200.

Early the next morning, word was received that the mission of the Division had been changed, and pending further orders, all available time would be spent in maintenance of vehicles and weapons. This notice was given to the Companies, and the men were kept busy putting their equipment in first-class shape.


At 0300 on the 21st of April, the Task Force moved out of FREUDENBERG, and headed east to rejoin PATTON’s Army, spear-heading through southern GERMANY. The route of march carried the Battalion to HANAU, where an eight hour stop was made for maintenance of vehicles and rest. A steady rain did not interfere with the men catching a little sleep, and the Battalion, refreshed by the halt, continued its march at midnight.


It was 1900 on the 22nd when the Task Force closed into its new area in FORTH, due north of still-burning NURMBERG, birth-place of the Nazi party.


Here the Battalion took up the old Army game of waiting- waiting this time for the infantry to secure a bridge-head across the Danube River. At 1100 on the 24th of April, all of the Officers and first-three0graders of the Division heard an address by General PATTON, who, in his characteristic and expressive language, outlined the mission of the Division.

The waiting period for Company “C” ended that morning as they moved out to join the 93rd Reconnaissance Squadron in screening the south flank of the Coros zone during the forward movement of the Division.

On the afternoon of the 25th, the order was received for the Battalion to move to a forward assembly area, prepared to cross the Danube with the securing of bridges by the infantry. Leaving FORTH shortly after midnight, the column moved, blacked-out, more than half-way to the Danube, closing into a new area in the vicinity of OBERWEILING at 1040.


The morning of the 27th, word was received that two bridge-heads has been secured across the Danube, one just east of REGENSBERG, and one to the south of that city. The Recon Platoon was given the mission of making a reconnaissance of the route down to the former bridge-head.

Shortly after midnight the Battalion moved out of OBERWILING. The composition of the Task Force was now A/16, B/16, B/45, C/45, Hq and Hq Company. Company “C’ had been attached to Task Force GALE, in line with the policy of tank-infantry teams.


At 0945, the Battalion crossed the “Blue Danube,” which proved to be a disappointing green, over a bridge constructed by the Engineers, and bearing the phrase, “Just another damn river.” Passing through the 71st Division bridge-head, the Task Force held up briefly to receive orders. With the receipt of the mission, the Battalion Commander ordered the Task Force to move to GEISELHORING and there to proceed in two columns to the ISAR River. Capt DICKSON commanded one column, and Capt GEYER, the other. Additional attachments were made at GEILSELHORING, consisting of D/45, one AG Sect/45, one Plat/A/124th Eng, and the AT Plat/C/16.

By 2100, Capt DICKSON reported HAINSBACH cleared, and Capt GEYER, HADERSBACH secured. In these positions the Task Force held up for the night, while the CP remained in GEILSELHORING.


On the morning of the 29th, the columns continued their march to the south, taking some prisoners. However, the chief obstacle to the advance consisted of undefended road blocks, which either had to be by-passed or reduced.


By 1130, both columns had reached the river, and succeeded in establishing contact. The area along the river was cleared of Germans, and more prisoners gathered.

At 1400, patrols from Teams GEYER and DICKSON crossed the river, but met with heavy small arms fire, and some artillery. The patrols were withdrawn to the north bank of the river upon order of the Battalion Commander.


Late in the afternoon of the 29th, the Battalion received orders for Companies “A” and “B” to join Task Force GALE. In return, Task Force DOWNEY received Company “C” of the 16th.


At 1400 that afternoon, Company ‘C” had put the 2nd Platoon across the ISAR at MAMMING, using the debris of a blown bridge for the crossing. Pfc Allman, driver for Capt Kormanyos, received credit for the first Jerry east of the river, as he dropped a German soldier at 400 yards with his carbine. The platoon moved through the town and cleared it without difficulty. At 1600 a small group of Germans counter-attacked, but were repulsed with casualties. The 3rd Platoon joined the 2nd about half an hour later, and an all-around defense organized. German artillery continued to fall intermittently, and the men waiting for the expected counter-attack. At came at 0130; about a company of the enemy. The “C” company men inflicted heavy losses on the Germans, firing at point-blank range. At 0400, the third, and strongest, enemy counter-attack began, and the fire-fight raged until day-light, when the Germans withdrew after again suffering heavy casualties. At dawn the Company moved back to the bank of the river, and Lt. Corey’s mortars joined the Assault Guns in firing on the town. By 0900, the German artillery which had been falling in the area the men occupied, was silenced, and the bridge-head secured. At 1500 that afternoon, the 80th Infantry Division began sending men across the river in assault boats, and the men of Company “C” were pulled back.

While “C” Company was securing a crossing of the ISAR, the remainder of the Task Force was deployed along the north-west bank of the river, guarding against a possible attempt by the enemy to cross the river. Enemy patrols were active all night in this area, and there were frequent fire fights. Teams BOWINGTON gathered up some two hundred prisoners by 0900 the next morning, and killed an undetermined number of the enemy.


With the Task Force GALE, Teams DICKSON and GEYER had been engaged in making a crossing of the ISAR at LANDAU, which proved to be even more difficult than the situation encountered by Company “C”. Here, in addition to enemy fire, the crossing had to be made by assault boat, and the current of the ISAR, estimated at 70 feet per second, presented a serious problem.

The attack jumped off at 0405 the morning of the 30th, after a 15 minute artillery barrage. “A” Company led the assault, encountering intense small arms and machine gun fire. Of eight boats launched, only three succeeded in making the crossing, and considerable casualties were suffered. On the other side of the river, S/Sgt Schraeder of Nichols, N.Y., organized the 30 men who succeeded in making the crossing, and set up an all-around defense.

At 0830, orders were received to hold up on the crossing, and evacuate the men back across the river.  Team GEYER aided in this operation, bringing the men back by boat, and also evacuating the wounded over a blown railroad trestle.  This was accomplished under heavy enemy fire, and there were many instances of individual heroism.  By 1300, all of the men had been returned to the west bank of the river.

While Company “C” had secured a bridge-head to the exploited by the infantry at MAMMING, CC“B” had established a bridge-head at PLATTING, and the Engineers had constructed a pontoon bridge over which the Division’s armor could move.  The 16th, as part of CC“R”, followed CC“B” and CC“A” across the bridge, and moved into an assembly area at WISSELSING at 1100, 1 May.  Here the Battalion received orders to continued to drive to the south-east, down the center of the Division zone.  The immediate objective was the town of PFARR-KIRCHEN.


Led by Team DICKSON and, as usual, one section of the Reconnaissance Platoon, the Battalion moved out of WISSELSING at 1400.  The move to the south was indicative of the growing disintegration of the Wehrmacht, as the column encountered only white flags and surrendering Germans.  With resistance melting away, orders were received to press on as far south as possible before dark. Rolling through PFARR-KIRCHEN at 1800, the road-march continued south, without opposition, towards the INN River and AUSTRIA.


At 1830, the head of the column entered TANN, where something resembling a liberation celebration was staged.  In addition to the cheering of hundreds of liberated slave laborers, the confusion was multiplied by thousands of Hungarian troops how wanted to surrender.  The Battalion set up its CP in TANN for the night, and billets were secured for the troops.


At 0530 on the 2nd of May, the Battalion Commander received an order to reconnoiter for possible sites along the INN River in the vicinity of MARKTL. Companies “A” and “B” were alerted, and proceeded to the river.  The bridge at MARKTL had been blown, but at 0700, the Battalion Commander located a ferry, capable of carrying 15 men, on the far side of the river.  The operator of the ferry was “persuaded” to row across the river and return with the ferry.


Shortly after noon the first men of Company “B” were moved across the river, and by 1500, all of Companies “B” and “C” were across.  Their objectives were to seize the bridges which spanned the SALZACH River at BURGHAUSEN, and the ALZ River at HOHENWARTH.  By 2000, Company “B” had reached the bridge at BURGHAUSEN, and “A” the bridge at HOHENWARTH.  Both bridges were prepared for demolition, and the explosives were quickly removed.   Company “C” of the 16th, which was attached to Task Force DOWNEY that afternoon, moved to BURGHAUSEN, and across the river into AUSTRIA.  At 1100 the next morning, Company “C” reported approximately 4,000 American and 2,000 Allied PW’s had been liberated from a group of camps east of BURGHAUEN.  No enemy opposition was encountered, and the Germans surrendered by the hundreds.  By the night of the 3rd, more the 1,000 German soldiers were under guard in the ancient church of BURGHAUSEN, which had been pressed into use as a temporary PW cage.

The troops were kept busy on the 4th of May, getting food and medical attention to the liberated PW’s, some of whom were in pitiful condition.  In addition, the captured Germans presented a problem, as the total had now swollen to 2,400.  Company “B” was given the mission of guarding the prisoners on their way back across the river to the Division PW cage at TANN.


On the 5th of May, friendly infantry units pushed through the bridge-heads secured by the 16th, and Company “C” rejoiced the Battalion in its assembly area in the vicinity of UNTER-TURKEN. The following day Company “A” moved back across the river, and secured billets in STAMH.


On the 7th of May, the word which soon was flashed around the World, was received – Germany had capitulated unconditionally.  The job for which we had trained was completed.  There was little celebration, as the thoughts of the men turned to the other war – the CBI.  One more job to do.

